
#trashtalk
promoting waste system awareness 
and visibility through conversation

devin murphy

Our current relationship with trash is one of neglect. We have made our very best effort to create a system to remove our waste from our 
lives as quickly and concealed as possible, and in doing so have often failed to respect and acknowledge this vital infrastructure, while 
also ignoring responsible waste habits and the impacts our current behaviors have. This project aims to increase the visibility of our waste 
system and associated infrastructure in order to promote more respect and awareness of the system, responsible waste habits, and 
understanding of our waste’s impacts.

In 2012, the United States generated 251 tons of 
municipal solid waste, and diverted 87 million 
tons of that via recycling or composting. These 
calculations mean that every day, Americans 
produce 4.38 pounds of waste and recycle or 
compost 1.51 pounds of that. Figures 1, 2, and 
3 illustrate the breakdown of the total waste 
stream, diverted waste, and non-diverted waste 
by material.
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In design, consider minimized visibility of trash bins.

Screen bin locations, whether by planting, wood fencing concrete 
walls, etc., depending on particular program requirements.

Bins must be screened from view but accessible by custodial carts.

current UC Davis design standards


