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H o w  c a n  w e  u s e  d e s i g n  to  t r a n s l at e  s c i e n t i f i c  data  i n to  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h at  w i l l  i n s p i r e  p e o p l e  a n d 
s tat e w i d e  p o l i c i e s  to  c h a n g e ?

h o w e v e r ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e m o r i a l s  m a d e  o f  p e r m a n e n t  m at e r i a l s  s u c h  a s  s to n e  h av e  a  l i m i t e d  c a pac i t y  to 
i n s p i r e  r e f l e c t i o n  o n  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  i s s u e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  c o n t i n ua l ly  c h a n g i n g .  I n  c o n t r a s t,  a n t i - m e m o r i a l s 
c o m m e m o r at e  o n g o i n g  m a r g i n a l i z e d  i s s u e s  u s i n g  i m p e r m a n e n t  m at e r i a l s .

I  i n v e n to r i e d  2 5  a n t i - m e m o r i a l s  a n d  c o m pa r e d  t h e m  o n  s p e c t r u m s  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  c h a n g e a b i l i t y, 
i n t e r ac t i v i t y,  l o n g e v i t y,  a n d  p r o x i m i t y  to  i n c i d e n t  s i t e .

Sta i r s  c o n n e c t  e l e vat i o n  d r o p s ,  t i m e ,  a n d  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  h u m a n - s c a l e d  t i m e l i n e  t h at  c a n  b e 
m a d e  by  a n yo n e  t e m p o r a r i ly.  Th e  a n t i - m e m o r i a l  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  l o n g e r  l a s t i n g  d i g i ta l  c o m p o n e n t s . 

C o n c l u s i o n :
A n t i - M e m o r i a l  D e s i g n  G u i d e l i n e s

1.  F r a m i n g :  Th e  a n t i - m e m o r i a l s  h e l p e d  t h e  p u b l i c  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i s s u e  t h r o u g h  f r a m i n g 
i t  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  f r a m i n g  t h e  c au s e  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t.

2 .  M u lt i s c a l a r :  Th e  A n t i - m e m o r i a l s  i n c l u d e d  m u lt i p l e  l o c at i o n s ,  d i f f e r e n t  s c a l e s , 

a n d  d i g i ta l  a n d  a n a l o g  c o m p o n e n t s .

3 .  p e r f o r m at i v e :  Th e  a n t i - m e m o r i a l s  w e r e  m a d e  by  t h e  p u b l i c  t h r o u g h  m a r k- m a k i n g , 
c o n v e r s at i o n s ,  e v e n t s ,  a n d  d e m o n s t r at i o n s  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  e n g ag e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e .

CALIFORNIA IS SUBSIDING, SINKING, DUE TO GROUNDWATER OVER-PUMPING.

MEMORIALS ARE MEANT TO INSPIRE REFLECTION ON OUR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE.

HOW DOES ONE DESIGN AN ANTI-MEMORIAL?

ANTI-MEMORIAL TO LAND LOST IS ON SUBTERRANEAN STAIRS, BUT ALSO EVERYWHERE

Anti-memorials aim not to console but to provoke, not to remain fixed but to change, not to be everlasting but to disap-
pear, not to be ignored by passers-by but to demand interaction, not to remain pristine but to invite their own violation 
and not to accept graciously the burden of memory but to drop it at the public’s feet.  
-James Young, architectural historian
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NAME DE-
SIGNER

SUB-
JECT

SITE MATERIALS INTERAC-
TIVITY

DESCRIPTION

Broad-
way: 
1000 
Steps

Mary 
Miss

Urban 
ecosys-
tems

Broad-
way 
Street, 
New 
York City

Mirrors 
on green 
poles, col-
ored pave-
ment, app, 
maps, live 
events

Visitors see 
themselves 
in the mir-
ror as part 
of ecosys-
tem, guid-
ed walks

Green poles at 20 sites 
along Broadway Street each 
direct visitors’ attention to 
urban ecology nearby and 
emphasize their connect-
edness. Schools and civic 
spaces along the route have 
opportunities to develop 
branching off tours and part-
nerships.

FLOW 
(Can 
You 
See 
the Riv-
er?)

Mary 
Miss

White 
River 
water 
system

India-
napolis 
hydro-
logic 
cycle

Big dot 
markers, 
mirrors, app

Visitors see 
themselves 
in the mir-
rors and 
app as part 
of ecosys-
tem.

A unified marking system 
of physical and virtual red 
dots allows visitors to mark 
where the hydrologic cycle 
is in their daily lives and see 
where others have marked 
the hydrologic cycle using 
an app. Collaborations with 
museums offer opportuni-
ties for panels, events, and 
tours.

High 
Water 
Line

Eve 
Mosher

Sea 
Level 
rise

World-
wide

Chalk lines 
marking 
flood zone, 
action 
guide, 
workshops

Anyone 
can draw 
the line 
around 
their com-
munity 
and talk to 
drawers

The drawing of the line 
starts conversations among 
those living in areas in-
tersected by the line. The 
sense of connectedness is 
harnessed in community 
workshops about climate 
change action.

Figure 26. Inventory of three most successful anti-memorials
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Government
Offices

Schools

Transit
Infrastructure

Website

Mapping
technology

Social Media

CA Department 
of

Water Resources

CA US Geological
Survey Office

City government
offices

University of 
California system

Other colleges 
and universities

K-12 Schools

Subways
Parking structures

CA State Capitol

Community 
Development

Scientifically 
Published

Interactive

Scientific 
Education

Basement

UC Davis

West-facing
front steps

Social Sciences and 
Humanities

 building sunken 
amphitheater

Underground 
parking structure at 

Mondavi Center
Shields Library

basement

Underground BART 
entrance on

 Montgomery St. 
San Francisco

Short films

Blog of 
commemorative

activities in 
different places

Photo
gallery

Geofilter

Time series
maps

Twitter

Facebook

Instagram

#CASUBSIDENCE 
tagged pictures and posts

Google MyMaps
gathering 
community

input

Elevation vs. time data 
compiled for each town

Land subsidence
glossary

1. Find a set of stairs leading 
underground and count the 
number of steps.

SUBSIDENCE IN
EL NIDO, CA

4. Choose a site to commemo-
rate. Add up the number of 
feet subsided starting with the 
most recent until you get a 
number nearly equal to the 
elevation drop of your stairs.

2. Measure the stair height.

7. Place subsidence benchmarks  
with the location name at the top 
and bottom of the stairs. To show 
that subsidence is on-going, place 
the bottom benchmark at the 
edge of the bottom step.

5. Mark the years on the steps 
when the land was at that eleva-
tion. Put the most recent year on 
the bottom step.

6. Corresponding with the years, 
highlight relevant policies, weather 
events, or construction projects 
that have a�ected subsidence on 
the perpendicular stair face. 

3. Figure out the total elevation drop: (# of stairs) x (stair height) = total elevation drop

 Example: (12 stairs) x (6” stair height) = 72” total elevation drop
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Abstract: Society’s growing awareness of diversity and environmental issues is forcing memorial design practice to 
change drastically. Memorials must now reflect multiple viewpoints and help society realize that decisions made today have 
profound affects on future generations. Furthermore since societal and environmental issues require community engagement 
and concerted efforts, memorials must foster empathy across time, space, and cultural differences.  The emerging field of 
anti-memorial design seeks to build collective memory through creating temporary, interactive, and community building ex-
periences complemented by more long-lasting digital platforms. This project will develop a systematic process to evaluate the 
impacts of twenty-five anti-memorials. After analyzing the commonalities in the most impactful anti-memorials, this project 
will develop guidelines for how landscape designers can inspire social activism through anti-memorial design. Applying the 
guidelines to a case study, an anti-memorial design will be proposed to commemorate land subsidence in order to inspire re-
flection on the past and catalyze social change in the present and future. 

The most subsidence is occurring in the Central Valley. The most drastic subsidence has been 28 ft near Mendota, 
CA, the site where this photo was taken with the telephone pole . Subsidence continues in Mendota and is represented 
in the graph (Source: USGS) above. 

(Borchers and Carpenter, 2014) (Poland, edited by author)

Lincoln Memorial: statue form, massive scale, and permanent 
(nationaljournal.com)
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AIDS red ribbon memorial
human scale, personal making, and
 impermanent. (VisualAIDS)

Visitors will first see the linkage between elevation and time as they descend 
the steps and see the dates become closer to present day. At the bottom of the 
stairs, they will be able to look back and read the policies on the steps. Seeing 
the policies framed with each elevation drop and orange chalk will help visitors 
understand how certain policies directly affected the rate of sinking.

Oversized US Geological Survey monitoring benchmarks are placed at the top 
and bottom of the stairs. The repetition of two identical benchmarks conveys 
the sense of site of one site sinking over time. The benchmarks also describe the 
name of the place commemorated, and different sites throughout California 
can be commemorated on different stairs. 

The site map below shows the anti-memorial’s many physical and virtual locations, which were 
chosen based on their ability to influence policy making and reach large audiences. 

Commemorating land lost on the steps to the California State Capitol

Commemorating land lost at the UC Davis Social Sciences and Humanities amphitheater
Commemorating land lost at a BART entrance

Commemorating land lost in an underground parking structure

The guide above provides instructions to anyone interested in creating the 
anti-memorial on stairs in their own community. The act of marking the stairs 
is performative and is meant to inspire unexpected conversations with people 
passing by.

I defined an anti-memorial as an intervention that commemorates an on-going issue and provokes change in a certain direction through creating settings where visitors engage with the concept 
of impermanence. Since the term “anti-memorial” is new and perhaps defies definition, few designers or critics categorize works as anti-memorials. Therefore, this case study included projects 
categorized as memorials, anti-memorials, counter-memorials, public artworks, tours, environmental art, and reclamation projects.  All 25 projects are listed below:

All 25 anti-memorials were inventoried using this format and all icons were created by the author. After placing them 
all onto the spectrums, it became apparent that these three anti-memorials changed the most over time, created 
the most interactive experiences, lasted for very short and very long amounts of time, and dispersed their messages 
globally.  These three formed the basis of the anti-memorial design guidelines. 

The Central Valley provides 1/4 of the nation’s food supply. yet this 
agriculturally productive region is subsiding most due to irrigation 
demands. (Source: Leah Millis, The  Chronicle)

Subsidence affects urban areas too. This is Long Beach, CA sub-
siding due to oil mining. (Source: Borchers and Carpenter, 2014)
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NAME DESIGNER SUBJECT

The Act of Uprooting Damien Pericles and 
Annabel Stanton

Stolen aboriginal children

AIDS Memorial Quilt Cleve Jones People who have died from 
AIDS

AIDS Red Ribbon Visual AIDS People with AIDS and their 
caregivers

Another View 
Walking Trail

Megan Evans and Ray 
Thomas

Lack of memorials to indige-
nous persons

Anti-Memorial to 
Heroin Overdose 
Victims

SueAnne Ware Heroin overdose victims

Aschrott Fountain Horst Hoheisel Holocaust

B_mu R&Sie(n) Dust

Bingham Copper 
Mining Pit

Robert Smithson Mining contamination

Broadway: 1000 
Steps

Mary Miss Urban ecosystems

Climate 
Chronograph

Azimuth Land Craft Sea Level Rise

CO2 Cube Alfio Bonanno Anthropogenic CO2 Emis-
sions

The Curiosity Box Liz Herbert Stolen aboriginal children

FLOW (Can You See 
the River?)

Mary Miss White River water system

NAME DESIGNER SUBJECT

Hessian Wall Renee Romyn Stolen Aboriginal children

High Water Line Eve Mosher Sea level rise

The IM(MIGRANT): 
Honoring the 
Journey

Sahar Coston-Hardy, 
Janelle L. Johnson, 
Michelle Lin-Luse, 
Radhika Mohan

Diverse immigration stories

The Markers Xavier Cortada Movement over time

Monument against 
Fascism, War, and Vi-
olence- and for Peace 
and Human Rights

Jochen and Esther 
Gerz

Fascism, war, violence, 
peace, and human rights

Museum of the Phan-
tom City

Cheng+Snyder Unbuilt or hidden architec-
ture

Norbert 
Radermacher

Norbert Radermacher The Holocaust

Our Changing 
Climate

Claire Napawan, Sheryl-
Ann Simpson, Brett 
Snyder

Climate change

Road as Shrine SueAnne Ware Highway fatalities

Safari7 SCAPE Landscape 
Architecture

Urban ecosystems

Spiral Jetty Robert Smithson Prehistoric conditions of the 
Great Salt Lake

What Is Missing? Maya Lin Species and habitat loss

Figure 19. Twenty-five anti-memorials quick reference guide
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