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In order for you to become familiar with the expectations of this course and to learn from other's experiences, you are to conduct a review of the literature created by previous LDA 193 students.  You should read and evaluate three senior projects from previous years.  A list of past Senior Projects is available on the Landscape Architecture web site at - http://lda.ucdavis.edu/people/projects.html

The senior projects are located in the Center for Design Research (CDR) library (TB 105) and should be reviewed in that location. You can borrow the key to the CDR from Stephani in the main office. If you find that you would like to temporarily remove one of the senior projects from the CDR, you should let Stephani know. We have “lost” many copies of senior projects and it’s important that everyone follow these guidelines. Please be advised that the CDR library is sometimes used for meetings and it may not be open to your use, therefore, do not wait until the last minute to begin your review and find that you do not have access to the materials. 

The past senior projects vary widely in subject matter and approach.  To have the most impact on your own work, I suggest that you begin your review by examining the list of titles and selecting several for preliminary review.  You should thumb through a fair number of these examples to compare general format and quality.  When you find a few that seem related to your topic or research process, review them in depth.

In order to organize and focus your review, an evaluation and comment form has been prepared and should be completed for each senior project reviewed.  Comments should be in sufficient depth to provide a basis for class discussion.  Comments may be hand-written as long as they are legible.  Be critical in your review.  The projects vary considerably in quality and completeness.  Multiple readings of each project will be required to fully understand what the writer did, how they did it, and what their conclusions were.

You will undoubtedly find this exercise enlightening and enjoyable.  Many of the senior projects represent the best work produced by our students.  Though you may be overwhelmed by the professionalism of some of the projects, it should give you satisfaction knowing that you are a part of this talented group.

Analysis of Previous Senior Projects

Evaluation & Comments

Reviewer:  

Date:  


Title:  



Author:  

Year:  


Summary of Senior Project (subject, content, approach):

Evaluation questions
weak
medium
strong

Is there a clear statement of purpose?
(
(
(
Are opportunities and constraints stated clearly?
(
(
(
Are there implied or actual hypotheses or questions posed
(
(
(
Is data (primary and secondary) presented?
(
(
(
Is the overall process described clearly?
(
(
(
Are there references to previous work?
(
(
(
Are conclusions clearly reported?
(
(
(
Was the senior project understandable?
(
(
(
Did the project have a goal of discovery?
(
(
(
Did the results meet the original intent?
(
(
(
Was this project interesting (did you learn anything from it?)
(
(
(
Was the final documentation up to professional standards?
(
(
(
Were graphics used effectively?
(
(
(
Was language used effectively (clearly)?
(
(
(
Overall strengths and weaknesses of the project:

Graphic Quality:

Other comments:

