LDA 220/Mark Francis

UCD/Winter 2003

Graduate Seminar in 

PUBLIC SPACE & PUBLIC LIFE

This graduate seminar will examine public open space and its relationship to public life and culture in cities and towns including streets, parks, and squares.  The course will examine theories and methods of public open space design and management.  A typology of spaces is used to examine public life today and how design can respond to this life and culture.  Special emphasis this year will be placed on new and emerging forms of public open space including community open spaces, nearby nature, learning landscapes and linear parks.  We will pay special attention this quarter to the question if Americans can ever be like Europeans and can hang out?

TOPICS

· Definitions of Public Open Space

· The Value of Public Space

· The Nature of Public Life

· Types of Public Spaces

· Human Dimensions of Public Space

· Design & Management

· The Future of Public Space

FORMAT

The seminar will consist of selected readings, discussion and lectures on the relationship of public space and public life.  The format will be informal and discussion will be encouraged.  

SCHEDULE

The seminar will meet Wednesdays from 2 – 5 PM in 140 Robbins.  In addition, required and optional field trips will be held.

ENROLLMENT 

Graduate students in Transportation, Community Development, Landscape Architecture, Geography, Planning, Ecology and related Graduate Groups.  Enrollment of advanced undergraduates will be on a space available basis.

PROJECTS

The major requirement for the seminar is a final paper on a topic of interest to the student.  In addition, a short case study paper critiquing one type of public space is required.

READINGS

Primary readings will be Public Space  (Carr, Francis, Rivlin and Stone, Cambridge University Press) which isavailable for purchase at the UCD Bookstore.  Additional readings will be assigned.

ASSIGNMENTS & REQUIREMENTS

Several short written exercises will be required utilizing the readings for the course.  A final paper on a theoretical topic of interest will be required and is due the final week of the course.

SEMINAR SCHEDULE

January 8
Introduction & Overview


What is public open space?  Public life?

January 15 
The Value of Public Space


(Reading: Chp. 1/Making Public Space)


January 22
The Nature of Public Life


Hanging out in America


(Reading: Chp. 2)


February 29
Public Space Evolving


(Reading: Chp. 3)


February 5
All Day Field Trip/San Francisco Public Spaces

February 12
Human Dimensions of Public Space: Needs


(Reading: Chp. 4)


February 19
Human Dimensions of Public Space: Rights


(Reading: Chp. 5)


Critique of Public Space Short Paper Due 

February 26
Human Dimensions of Public Space: Meanings


(Reading: Chp. 6)

February 28
All Day Field Trip to Portland


March 4
Making Public Space


The Role of Design & Management



(Reading: Chps. 7 & 8)

Future theoretical & research issues/Seminar Summary



(Reading: Chp. 9)

March 11
Presentation/Discussion of Final Papers




Final Paper Due
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