
LDA 193A/Winter 2007

UCD/Mark Francis

Office: 211 Walker; Phone:  752-6031


Office Hours:  Friday 2:00 - 4:00 PM 


(call 752-3907 for an appointment)








                E-mail: mofrancis@ucdavis.edu

Landscape Architecture Senior Project

Course Description

The landscape architecture curriculum culminates with the senior project.  The senior project offers you an opportunity to combine the knowledge you have acquired in your previous course work into a singular, self-directed endeavor.  During the two-quarter course, each student is expected to complete a project of his or her choice from inception to documentation.  Whatever the senior project selection, whether it is a design project, a theoretical study or a research project, the student must approach the task with a clear and appropriate methodology, and with a goal of conscious discovery.  

The Winter quarter of the senior project (LDA 193A) will focus on the selection of a topic and the development of an approach.  By the end of the quarter you will have written a clear and concise project proposal, outlined a schedule of work for yourself, selected the members of your project committee and begun the data-gathering part of your project.  The Spring quarter will be devoted to the analysis of data, design generation and project documentation.

Class meetings during Winter quarter will focus on defining your senior project (picking your topic or site, defining your goals, etc.), developing an appropriate methodology, proposal writing, and data gathering.

Format

During Winter quarter, class will meet on Fridays from 9 – 11 AM in TB 100.  Lectures and announcements will be given during the first half of the period; discussions and presentations will be scheduled during the remaining time.  Attendance at class is mandatory.  Other meetings with individuals will be arranged as deemed necessary.  Also, feel free to stop by or e-mail the instructor to discuss your project at any time.

Readings

The required text for LDA 193A/B is John Zeisel.  Inquiry by Design: Environment/Behavior/Neuroscience in Architecture, Interiors, Landscape, and Planning. New York: Norton.  2006.  Reference material on writing and research techniques will be placed on reserve for the course (see list in Senior Project Booklet).  Additional reading and resource material will be provided depending on the topic of your project.

Evaluation

Evaluation for the course will be based upon the satisfactory completion of the required work.  The requirements for LDA 193A is:


- review and analysis of previous senior projects;


- a proposal abstract;


- an approved project proposal (including title, goals and objectives, methodology, expected results, bibliography);


- draft of project schedule;


- project data collection (may include a variety of materials:   site inventories, base maps, notes from interviews, surveys, annotated bibliographies, etc.) and


- selection of project review committee

Students not completing the assigned tasks will not be allowed to advance to the Spring companion course - LDA 193B.

Course Schedule

Week
Date
Lecture/Discussion Topic
Assignment


1
1/5
Course overview
Senior project idea;


Selecting a senior project
Review of previous 



Project alternatives
projects (assigned)

2
1/12
Research/design methodology
Review and discussion of 




previous projects* (due) 



Reading: Zeisel, Chp. 1, 



pp. 19-30

3
1/19
Research/design methodology (cont.)
Review and discussion of 



Shields Library Tour
previous projects (cont.)




Proposal abstracts (due)

Reading: Zeisel, Chp. 2, pp. 33-46 

4
1/26
Research and Design Resources
Reading: Zeisel, Chp. 3, pp. 47-74 

Draft project proposal due to partner


5
2/2
Proposal Presentations
Reading: Zeisel, Chp. 4, pp. 47-74

Draft proposals due in class

6
2/9
Proposal Presentations (cont.)
Project schedule




(assigned) 



Reading: Zeisel, Chpr. 5, 



pp. 91-118

7
2/16
Proposal Presentations (cont.)
Reading: Zeisel, Chpr. 6, pp. 119-140

8
2/23
No Class (LABASH)


9
3/2
Proposal Presentations (cont.)
Project schedules (due)



Graduate Education 
Final Project Proposals Due (in Mark’s box)

10
3/9
Status reports/Individual Meetings
Project committee (due)

*  
A list of past 1984-2005 Senior Projects is available on the Landscape Architecture Web Site at lda.ucdavis.edu/people/projects.html


