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Every ranch had Chinese 
workers, they’d have a cabin 
to live in and a little place to 
raise garden.

Chinese dont get drunk 
because they always 
war when they drink.

Every ran had a few Chinese 
and the ranchers’ kids 
learned to live with the Chi-
nese. they are with them and 
the Chinese love kids. So the 
Chinese were respected.

Anyboday in town that wasn’t poor 
had a Chinese cook in those days 
and every ranch had a Chinese cook. 
The cook would have a room at the 
house and they were one of the 
family

Chinese raised their own 
vegetables and chickens.

Chinese, most of them from 
Southeast China, came to 
western shore seeking for 
glod. Found disappointment 
in the gold fields, and were 
attracted to Solano’s rich 
farm land.

Chinese were not allowed to 
own property without certifi-
cations of citizenship.

1902, a row of houses was 
built on the south side of 
Kendal Street, all the Chi-
nese moved there, calling 
it Cross Street. 

JAPANESE IN VACAVILLE

Orchards

For several decades Vacaville 
served as the commercial, cul-
tural and social hub for Japa-
nese immigrants in Solano 
County.

Vacaville is considered the 
birthplace of Japanese 
contributions to California 
agriculture.

Vacaville and the surrounding 
area were home to thousands 
of permanent residents and 
migrant Japanese laborers 
who worked in local orchards.

The first Japanese arrived in 
Vacaville in 1887, willing to 
work for very low wages

In the 1890s, Arichika Ikeda 
came to Vacaville, he worked as 
a farm hand and cook and was 
then reponsible for organizing 
the Japanese farm workers.

Vacaville’s Japantown was not revived 
after World War Two. A portion of the 
community cemetery and two small 
downtown markers are the only evi-
dence of the Japanese community that 
once thrived there.

Arichika Ikeda organized 
a church group among 
the Japanese Christians 
and in 1897 a Japanese 
Methodist Church was 
built in  Vacaville.

A Buddhist Temple was built 
adjacent to the Methodist 
Church in 1912.

The Japanese population 
in 1902 owned or rente 
more than a third of the 
orchard land in the vaca 
valley.

1913 the legislature passed 
an Alien Land measure which 
prevented Japanese from 
purchasing agriculture land or 
getting long-term leases.

1924 the Immigration Act pro-
hibited further immigration.

THE PENA FAMILY 

The Vaca and Pena 
families traveled from 
the NewMexicao 
region to California 
following the Old 
Spanish Trail which 
terminated at Pueblo 
de Los Angeles. Arriv-
ing in southern Cali-
fornia after their two 
month journey on No-
vember 15, 1841

The Pena Adobe was 
erected in 1842. 25 
Mission-trained Indi-
ans sun dries the 
adobe bricks and 
built both Vaca and 
Pena adobes.

The families had 
satisfied General 
Mariano Vallejo’s 
requirements, the 
44,384 acre site 
named Rancho Los 
Putos was officially 
granted to Vaca and 
Pena

Juan Felipe Pena 
died on March 15, 
1863

All the Vaca land 
holdings were 
sold 

Mrs. Pena died 
in 1885

Nestora Pena, 
the only daugh-
ter of Juan Felipe 
Pena, left the 
Pena Adobe.

The Adobe 
became a 
Vacaville 
City Park.

Nestora Pena died 
and deeded her in-
heritance, consisting 
of the Adobe and 90 
acres, to the two 
oldest Pena grand-
children.

The Pena Adobe 
Historical Soci-
ety, which is 
committed to 
preserving the 
Adobe, was es-
tablished.

Vaca sold a portion 
of his land to Wil-
liam Mcdaniel for 
three thousand dol-
lars. Those land 
became Vacaville.
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NATIVE AMERICAN IN VACAVILLE
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation

Patwin Tribe
Ululatos (Vacaville) 

Malacas (Lagoon Valley)

The “Southern Patwins” lived 
between what is now Suisun, 
Vacaville and Putah Creek. By 
1800 they had been forced by 
Spanish and other European 
invaders into small tribal 
units.

Lagoon Valley wasunder control of the Malacas 
tribelet, whose principal village may have been 
located at the present site of the Pena Adobe. 
Mission register data assembled by Slaymaker 
(1985) show that Malaca natives were baptized 
at Mission San Francisco de Asis in 1815-1821, 
at Mission SanFrancisco Solano (Sonoma) in 
1823-1824, and at Mission San Jose in 
1826-1832. Missino records show the Malaca 
were intermarried with Ululato of Ulatis Creek, 
the Tolenas of upper Suisun Valley, and the 
Suisun who dwelt along Suisun Bay, All closely 
related southern Patwin tribelets speaking simi-
lar dialects.

Characteristically, Patwinhouses 
were greater than 20 ft in diam-
eter and had only one door 
which faced either east or west.
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