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University of California, Davis 

HDE 100A – Infancy & Early Childhood (4 Units) 
Fall 2023 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Anne Iaccopucci (she/her/hers) 
Course Mee�ngs: Kleiber Hall 3; Mondays and Wednesdays 8:00am – 9:50am  
Office:   Hart Hall 2329 
Office Hours:   Mondays 10:00am -11:00am; by appointment  
Email:   Please use Canvas course messaging. 
Alterna�ve email:  amiaccopucci@ucdavis.edu  
Piazza: This term we will be using Piazza for class discussion. The system is 

highly catered to ge�ng you help fast and efficiently from classmates, 
the TA, and myself. Rather than emailing ques�ons to the teaching staff, 
I encourage you to post your ques�ons on Piazza. If you have any 
problems or feedback for the developers, email team@piazza.com. Find 
our class signup link at: 
htps://piazza.com/ucdavis/fall2023/hde100a001fq2023  

 

Teaching Assistant: Andrea Juarez, andjuarez@ucdavis.edu  (Last name: A-E) 

Teaching Assistant: Gustav Oppermann, gjdoppermann@ucdavis.edu (Last name: F-L) 

Teaching Assistant: Isaac Rubinstein, irubinstein@ucdavis.edu (Last name: M-R)  

Teaching Assistant: Jing Liu, TBD, (Last name: S-Z) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

HDE 100A — Infancy & Early Childhood (4 units) Course Descrip�on: Biological, social, and 
cultural influences in the psychological growth and development of children, prenatal through 
age six. Two observa�ons of preschool children required. Prerequisite(s): (PSC 001 or PSC 001Y); 
(BIS 002A or BIS 010 or BIS 001A or BIS 010V) or MCB 010 or NPB 010 or NPB 012 or MIC 010. 
Learning Ac�vi�es: Lecture 4 hour(s). Enrollment Restric�on(s): Pass One restricted to Human 
Development majors. Grade Mode: Leter. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

1. Describe expected developmental processes in the first 6 years of life within biosocial, 
psychosocial, and cogni�ve domains. 

2. Describe the theories of development and developmental processes.  
3. Iden�fy how sociocultural factors influence development.  
4. Iden�fy how your understandings of development will inform your personal and/or 

professional experiences in the future.  
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COURSE FORMAT 

This course will require engagement in class material prior to each scheduled mee�ng. For 
example, course readings, lectures, and quizzes will be completed prior to the scheduled 
mee�ng. In-class �me will be used for reflec�on, discussions, and applica�on-based ac�vi�es.  

REQUIRED READING MATERIALS 

Berger, K. S. (2021). Developing person through childhood and adolescence (12th ed.). Worth 
Publishers. ISBN- 978-1319191740 

Addi�onal course readings and materials will be posted and available in Canvas.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

1. Chapter Reading Quizzes (20 points): Each week you will complete a quiz that assess 
understand of readings and lecture.  

2. Chapter Discussion Ques�on Posts (5 points): Each week you will post a ques�on or 
thought you have about that week’s topic.   

3. Ar�cle Annota�on (25 points): You will read and annotate research ar�cles through 
Perusall on Canvas.   

4. Applica�on Ac�vi�es (20 points): Atendance and par�cipa�on will be captured through 
in-class ac�vi�es. You must arrive on �me and stay through the en�re class mee�ng to 
receive credit. There are no make-ups for these ac�vi�es. Two class mee�ng can be 
missed without point deduc�on. However, please note that, if you miss 3 or more class 
mee�ngs, your final grade will be lowered. You must arrive on �me and stay through the 
en�re class mee�ng to receive credit. Please communicate atendance issues only if you 
will be missing your third-class session.  

5. Learning Reflec�ons (25 points): At the end of each module, you will have an 
opportunity to reflect on your own learning through a short paper that summarizes and 
applies what you have learned.   

6. Observa�on Paper (225 points): You will create a paper which will focus on describing 
how different theorists explain a child’s development at a par�cular age. You will 
conduct two observa�on of children’s social interac�ons (either child – child or child – 
caregiver), write field notes on those observa�ons, and write a paper. This paper will 
include three separate assignments: field notes (50 points), dra� and peer review (75 
points), and the final paper (100 points). Detailed instruc�ons can be found in Canvas.  
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COURSE EVALUATION 

Assignment  Maximum 
Points 

 Leter 
Grade 

Points  Percentage  

Chapter Reading Quizzes  200  A+ 970-1000 97-100% 

Chapter Discussion  50  A 930-960 93-96% 

Ar�cle Annota�on  250  A- 900-920 90-92% 

Applica�on Ac�vi�es  200  B+ 870-890 87-89% 

Learning Reflec�ons  75  B 830-860 83-86% 

Observa�on Paper  225  B- 800-820 80-82% 

Total Points Possible 1000  C+ 770-790 77-79% 

   C 730-760 73-76% 

   C- 700-720 70-72% 

   D 600-690 60-69% 

   F 0-599 <60% 
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COURSE PROCEDURES AND EXPECTATIONS  

Communica�on Procedures. Announcements, grades, assignment documents, and suppor�ng materials 
will be posted in Canvas. It is your responsibility to check Canvas regularly and to hold on to your 
assignments in case of any clerical errors. Please use the Piazza discussion board to pose and respond to 
course-related logis�c and assignment ques�ons. Should you have other ques�ons, please email the 
teaching team through Canvas messaging for course correspondence. Before sending a message, review 
the syllabus, class announcements, Piazza, and relevant Canvas resources to make sure your ques�on 
isn’t answered in those resources already.  

Student Conduct. It is expected that all students exhibit respect and integrity in their work. This includes 
demonstra�ng mutual respect and coopera�on with your peers and the reaching staff. The UC Davis 
Principles of Community can be found here: htps://diversity.ucdavis.edu/principles-community. 
Addi�onally, it is expected that all students act with academic integrity. Evidence of chea�ng, plagiarism, 
or misuse of instructor’s materials will be reported to judicial affairs. The academic code of conduct can 
be found here: htps://ossja.ucdavis.edu/code-academic-conduct.  

Late Work Policy. Assignments will have a due date and �me in Canvas. Assignments must be completed 
by the due date to receive full credit unless prior arrangements are made with the instructor. Exams and 
par�cipa�on points cannot be made up. For credit, all assignments must be turned in as a PDF or Word 
document. Make up work and extra credit is not given.  

Reasonable Accommoda�on Policy. The Student Disability Center (SDC) offers support services and 
accommoda�ons to students to ensure students with disabili�es equal access and opportunity to pursue 
their educa�onal goals. If you have a documented disability and verifica�on from SDC, and wish to 
discuss academic accommoda�ons, please contact your instructor as soon as possible. It is the student’s 
responsibility to provide documenta�on of disability to SDC and meet with a counselor to request special 
accommoda�on before classes start. For addi�onal informa�on visit: htps://sdc.ucdavis.edu/  

UC DAVIS RESOURCES  

AB 540/Undocumented Student Center htp://undocumented.ucdavis.edu  
Academic Assistance and Tutoring Centers htps://tutoring.ucdavis.edu  
Center for Advocacy Resources and Educa�on (CARE) htp://care.ucdavis.edu  
Counseling Services (219 North Hall) htps://shcs.ucdavis.edu/counseling-services  * For immediate 
mental health crisis assistance, call 530-752-2349. 
Mental Health Resource Library htps://healthy.ucdavis.edu/mentalemo�onal/resource-library  
Student Affairs htps://studentlife.ucdavis.edu  
Student Disability Center htps://sdc.ucdavis.edu  
Student Health and Wellness Center htps://shcs.ucdavis.edu/medical-services  
Basic Needs/Aggie Compass htps://aggiecompass.ucdavis.edu/  
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Week Date Topic Reading Due  
1 9/27/23 Course Introduction   
2 10/2/23 The Science of Development Chapter 1 Quiz & Questions Post 

10/4/23  Flint (2020) Study Design Activity 
3 10/9/23 Developmental Theories Chapter 2 Quiz & Questions Post 

10/11/23  Marshall-Wheeler et al. 
(2023) 

Theory Chart 

4 10/16/23 Genetics Chapter 3 Quiz & Questions Post 
10/18/23  Saudino & Micalizzi  

(2015) 
Lactose-intolerance 
Activity 

5 10/23/23 Prenatal Development and 
Birth 

Chapter 4 Quiz & Questions Post 

10/25/23  Gutierrez & Dollar 
(2023) 

Prenatal Education 
Development  
Learning Reflection: 1 

6 10/30/23 Infant & Toddler: Biosocial 
Development 

Chapter 5 Quiz & Questions Post 

11/1/23  Altman et al. (2023) Practice Observation 
PSA Review 

7 11/6/23 Infant & Toddler: Cognitive 
Development 

Chapter 6 Quiz & Questions Post 

11/8/23  Edgar et al. (2023) Children’s Book Analysis 
Activity  

8 11/13/23 Infant & Toddler: Psychosocial 
Development 

Chapter 7 Quiz & Questions Post 
 

11/15/23  Brownell et al. (2013) Temperament Test 
Parenting Style Activity 
Learning Reflection: 2 
 

9  11/20/23 Early Childhood: Biosocial 
Development 

Chapter 8 PA Lesson Analysis  
Quiz & Questions Post 
 

11/22/23 *No In-Class Meeting* 
*Field Work* 

Vazquez et al. (2022) Field Notes  
 

10 11/27/23 Early Childhood: Cognitive 
Development 

Chapter 9 Quiz & Questions Post 
 

11/29/23  Schweinhart (2005) Toy Review 
 

11 12/4/23 Early Childhood: Psychosocial 
Development 

Chapter 10 Quiz & Questions Post 
Peer Review/Draft  
Observation Paper  
 

12/6/23  Oades-Sese et al. 
(2020) 

SEL Lesson Development  
Learning Reflection: 3 

Finals 12/14/23   Final Observation Paper  
Due by 12:30pm 

 


