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“The grand show is eternal. It is always sunrise somewhere; the dew is 
never dried all at once; a shower is forever falling; vapor is ever rising. 
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and islands, each in its turn, as the round earth rolls.”

John Muir, John of  the Mountains.



John MuirJohn Muir

Christine Breining   Landscape Architechture -Senior Project 2008 

Reflections of a Man

A Senior Project 
Presented to the Faculty of  the Landscape Architecture Program

University of  California, Davis
 in Partial Fulfillment of  the Requirements for the Degree of  Bachelors of  Science of  Landscape Architecture 

Accepted and Approved by:

Faculty Senior Project Advisor, Patsy Owens

Faculty Committee Member, Steve McNiel

Committee Member, Christina Reyes, 
Assistant Landscape Architect, UC Davis

Committee Member, Lucy Lawliss, ASLA
 Resources Program Manager, RORI, JOMU, EUON, POCH, National Park Service 

A Design Plan for the
 John Muir National Historic Site,

 Gravesite Unit

By 
Christine Breining

June 2008



Reflections of a Man

�

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A HUGE thank you to the members of  my committee...

Patsy Owens
Rob Thayer

Christina Reyes
Lucy Lawliss

and Steve McNiel 
For helping me with this project; keeping me focused and grounded.

A special thank you to...

Steve McNiel for teaching me the “process” and helping me to grasp the 
meaning of  cultural landscapes, historical preservation, but, most of  all for 

always having faith in me even when I didn’t.

And also to...

Mindy, my fellow student and partner in anything LDA, thanks for being 
my buddy through this adventure and for your friendship that will last well 

beyond graduation. 

Skip Mezger who, unbeknownst to him, was a part of  this project, for 
imparting to me his practical wisdom in the short time I worked for him.

My mother, who made up for my absence from my kids with her love and 
encouragement. I could not have done it without you.

Lisa, The best sister anyone could have, thanks for being my editor,  
cheerleader and task-master all rolled in one.    



John MuirJohn Muir

Christine Breining   Landscape Architechture -Senior Project 2008 
��

DEDICATION To the Memory of  John Muir 

who opened the eyes of  the world to the beauty and importance of  the 

earth in all its natural glory, and to all those who have the vision to see 

beyond themselves and carry on his work.  

To Spencer and Samuel 

who so patiently and proudly watched as I embarked on this journey;

 You are what kept me going even when it seemed too much of  a sacrifice. 

Forgive me for sometimes being too busy to play.   



Reflections of a Man

���

ABSTRACT 

The focus of th�s project �s to develop a des�gn plan for the John 
Mu�r Graves�te, wh�ch �s one of the three land un�ts compr�s�ng 
the John Mu�r Nat�onal H�stor�c S�te �n Mart�nez, Cal�forn�a. 
Th�s project addresses the need for a comprehens�ve des�gn 
wh�ch concentrates on rehab�l�tat�ng the h�stor�cal and natural 
resources of the s�te as well as creat�ng an �nterpret�ve v�s�tor 
program.  

“The evening flames with purple and gold...the mighty host of  

trees baptized in the purple flood stand hushed and thoughtful, 

awaiting the sun’s blessing and farewell.”

               John Muir, Our National Parks, Pg.82
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INTRODUCTION

I was drawn to th�s project because �t conta�ned three components 
of Landscape des�gn that are of great �nterest to me:  A h�stor�cal 
landscape, a project wh�ch has env�ronmental s�gn�ficance, and a 
des�gn program. All of these th�ngs make up the The John Mu�r 
Nat�onal H�stor�c S�te. 

John Mu�r (1838-1914) �s Amer�ca’s most famous and �nfluent�al 
natural�st and preservat�on�st. He has been called “The Father 
of our Nat�onal Parks.” He has walked w�th Pres�dents for the 
sake of the trees and mounta�ns and �nfluenced those who had 
the power to create changes �n the way our country v�ewed 
�t’s w�ldlands. He was at the forefront of the env�ronmental 
movement. At a t�me when the country was �ndustr�al�z�ng,  John 
Mu�r  was d�scover�ng the �mportance of leav�ng some lands 
untouched for the enjoyment of the�r �ntr�ns�c beauty. He saw 
that “the wedges of development are be�ng dr�ven hard and none 
of the obstacles of nature can long w�thstand the march of th�s 
�mmeasurable �ndustry.” Dur�ng h�s l�fet�me John Mu�r �nfluenced 
the establ�shment of five Nat�onal Parks, twenty-three Nat�onal 
Monuments, and 148 m�ll�on acres of Nat�onal Forest.  H�s 
wr�t�ngs contr�buted to the creat�on of Yosem�te, Sequo�a, Mount 
Ra�n�er, Petr�fied Forest, and Grand Canyon Nat�onal Parks. 

The John Mu�r Nat�onal H�stor�c S�te was the home and ranch 
of  Dr. John Strentzel who would become John Mu�r’s father-�n-
law. John Mu�r l�ved, ranched and ra�sed h�s fam�ly at th�s s�te �n 
Mart�nez, CA . unt�l h�s death �n 1914.  Over a per�od of t�me, 
separate land un�ts of the or�g�nal Strentzel-Mu�r ranch were 
acqu�red by the Nat�onal Park Serv�ce. My project focuses on one 
of these land un�ts, the Graves�te un�t.

“The clearest way into the Universe is through a forest wilderness. 

John Muir- John of  the Mountains (1938), page 313. 
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Figure 1.1: John Muir, 1893.

The purpose of my project �s to create an �nterpret�ve des�gn 
program for the graves�te un�t wh�ch would help to un�fy the 
v�s�tor program between all three land un�ts w�th�n the  John 
Mu�r Nat�onal H�stor�c S�te (JMNHS) wh�le stay�ng true to 
Mu�r’s �deals.   

In creat�ng th�s des�gn I am creat�ng an opportun�ty to 
exper�ence a more personal relat�onsh�p w�th John Mu�r 
and h�s connect�on w�th the earth. The JMNHS greets 
approx�mately 35,000 v�s�tors a year about 33% of wh�ch are 
elementary school age v�s�tors. Through the �nterpret�ve 
program, I am orchestrat�ng a personal journey where one can 
contemplate and explore the world, as John Mu�r saw �t, �n 
the place where he l�ved and d�ed.  My hope �s that h�s words 
and the beauty of the land, preserved �n h�s honor, w�ll �nsp�re 
people to learn more about h�s work and cont�nue h�s dream 
of preserv�ng our w�ldlands for future generat�ons. 
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HISTORY

The h�story of the land �n Cal�forn�a’s Central Valley was shaped 
by �ts �nhab�tants. As w�th all evolut�onary processes, the phys�cal 
and cultural changes of the land and �ts people were �ntertw�ned. 
The transformat�on of the landscape from the t�me of the Nat�ve 
Amer�can settlements to the t�me of John Mu�r was dramat�c. 
The land changed from that of abundant natural resources used 
for hunt�ng and gather�ng, to the use of w�despread graz�ng and 
cult�vat�on of crops. 

“In God’s wildness lies the hope of  the world - the 
great fresh, unblighted, unredeemed wilderness. The 

galling harness of  civilization drops off, 
and wounds heal ere we are aware. 

- John Muir-John of  the Mountains, (1938) page 317.
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Gravesite

Adobe and House

Mt. Wanda

Figure 2.1:  1885 
Atl1as Showing  
Plot Ownerships 
Superimposed With 
Current John Muir 
NHS- Land Unit
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HISTORY

A BRIEF HISTORY OF 

THE LAND AND LAND USE

The Land that would later become the John Mu�r Nat�onal 
H�stor�c S�te evolved from the home and hunt�ng grounds of 
the Kark�ns, a Tr�belet of the Ohlone Ind�ans. The Carqu�nez 
stra�ts was named by the Span�sh M�ss�onar�es after the Kark�n 
Ind�ans. When the Span�sh M�ss�onar�es arr�ved they �ntroduced 
the pract�ce of planned fru�t grow�ng and graz�ng. After Mex�co 
ga�ned �ts �ndependence from Spa�n and cla�med Cal�forn�a 
as a Mex�can state, the land was once aga�n transformed. The 
Mex�can government brought a d�fferent land ph�losophy than 
that of the m�ss�ons. The Ranchos were larger and more w�dely 
spread, wh�ch made �t eas�er to hold aga�nst an �nvad�ng enemy. 
Th�s led to large governmental land grants. The land use also 
changed w�th the major�ty of land devoted to graz�ng. 

Don Ignac�o Mart�nez, a favored m�l�tary commander, was 
granted 17,700 acres �n Contra Costa County wh�ch he named 
Rancho El P�nole. A port�on of th�s land grant would later 
become the John Mu�r NHS. Follow�ng the acqu�s�t�on of 
Cal�forn�a by the U.S., Don Ignac�o’s son,V�ncente Mart�nez, 
�nher�ted a 1660- acre port�on of the land called the Rancho 
Canada del Hambre “Valley of the Hungry” and bu�lt what �s now 
known as the Mart�nez Adobe. Dur�ng the years that followed, 
the land passed through a ser�es of owners. The land was d�v�ded 
�nto smaller farms and �ts use was transformed from the graz�ng 
of an�mals to the cult�vat�on of gra�n, fru�t, and v�ne crops. 
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In Apr�l 1853, Dr John T Strentzel purchased a 20 acre parcel �n the 
Canada del Hambre where he bu�lt h�s ranch house. Mrs. Strentzel not 
l�k�ng the name “Canada del Hambre”, dec�ded to re-name �t after the 
Moor�sh parad�se “Alhambra” and the area has been known ever s�nce 
as the Alhambra Valley. On July 30, 1853, Dr. Strenzel purchased a 12 
acre tract wh�ch was planted w�th pears and would later become the 
Graves�te un�t. In December, 1874, Dr. Strentzel purchased the 244- 
acre Redfern Farm wh�ch now �ncludes the Strentzel-Mu�r House and 
Mart�nez Adobe. In 1885, Dr. Strentzel acqu�red land that would later 
�nclude the Mt Wanda Un�t. John Mu�r marr�ed Dr. John T Strentzel’s 
daughter, Lou�e, on Apr�l 14, 1880. A year later, follow�ng the b�rth 
of h�s first daughter Wanda and h�s return from Alaska, John Mu�r 
assumed the management of the ranch.     
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF 

THE SITE

The John Mu�r Nat�onal H�stor�c S�te �n Mart�nez , Cal�forn�a 
(approx�mately 35 m�les northeast of San Franc�sco) �s 
compr�sed of three separate land un�ts wh�ch were acqu�red by 
the Nat�onal Park Serv�ce (NPS) at d�fferent t�mes from 1964 to 
2000 . Or�g�nally part of the 2600 acre Strentzel Ranch, today, 
the John Mu�r Nat�onal H�stor�c S�te totals 340 acres. 

In 1964, the NPS acqu�red the 8.9 acre House un�t to preserve 
the 14-room Ital�anate Strentzel-Mu�r House and the Mart�nez 
Adobe. It �s surrounded by fru�t orchards and �s also the locat�on 
of the v�s�tor center.The second un�t acqu�red by the NPS was 
the Mt. Wanda un�t.  The 326 acres of oak woodland were 
acqu�red by the NPS �n 1993.  The th�rd and final NPS s�te was 
acqu�red �n 2000.  Th�s 1.3-acre parcel �s known as the Graves�te 
Un�t and �s the focus of th�s project.

Wh�le The Graves�te un�t was the last to be acqu�red by the NPS, 
�t was one of the first land parcels purchased by Dr. Strentzel 
on July 30, 1853. Th�s 12 acre parcel prov�ded a northward 
expans�on of the or�g�nal 20 acres purchased �n Apr�l of 1853. 
Th�s fert�le plot was where he planted h�s first pear orchard as 
well as Eucalyptus and Incense Cedars. Two years after the land 
purchase, �n 1857, Dr Strentzel’s only son, John Erw�n d�ed and 
was bur�ed at th�s s�te next to Alhambra creek (�.e., Arroyo del 
Hambre). The Strentzel’s daughter, Lott�e who had d�ed pr�or 
to the fam�ly’s move to the Alhambra Valley was re�nterred 
at th�s same spot thus  establ�sh�ng the fam�ly grave s�te.  It �s 
not known �f any markers for the ch�ldren were erected at th�s 
t�me.  Dr. Strentzel’s brother, Henry, was bur�ed at the s�te �n 
September, 1865. The fam�ly Graves�te was formally la�d out �n 

HISTORY
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Figure 2.3: View From Mt Wanda Looking North At Back Of  Strentzel-Muir House.  
Figure 2.2 1962 Contra Costa County Assessor’s 
Map  Showing Gravesite Land Unit.

1890 when Dr. Strentzel died on October 31. His
wife, Louisiana Erwin Strentzel died in 1897 and was 
buried with her husband.  Upon their deaths, John 
Muir (Dec. 24, 1914) and his wife, Louie Strentzel 
Muir (Aug. 6, 1905) were also buried in the family
Gravesite.   
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When develop�ng a plan for the rehab�l�tat�on of a Nat�onal 
H�stor�c S�te wh�ch �ncludes the des�gn of an �nterpret�ve v�s�tor 
program, there are many quest�ons that must be researched and 
answered.  S�nce the John Mu�r NHS  �s on the Nat�onal Reg�ster 
of h�stor�c places, the restr�ct�ons and gu�del�nes �mposed by the 
Secretary of the Inter�or must be addressed.

RESEARCH AND DATA COLLECTION

“When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it 

hitched to everything else in the Universe.”

John Muir, My First Summer in The Sierra, 1911
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HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE

H�stor�cal s�gn�ficance �s determ�ned by the Nat�onal Reg�ster of 
H�stor�c Places. To be cons�dered “S�gn�ficant,” one or more of the 
follow�ng cr�ter�a must be met: 

A. It �s assoc�ated w�th events that have made a s�gn�ficant 
contr�but�on to the broad patterns of our h�story; or 

B. It �s assoc�ated w�th the l�ves of persons s�gn�ficant to our past; or

C. It embod�es the d�st�nct�ve character�st�cs of a type, per�od, or 
method of construct�on, or that represent the work of a master, 
or that posses h�gh art�st�c values, or that represent a s�gn�ficant 
and d�st�ngu�shable ent�ty whose components may lack �nd�v�dual 
d�st�nct�on; or  

D. It has y�elded, or may l�kely y�eld, �nformat�on �mportant �n 
preh�story or h�story.  

The John Mu�r Nat�onal H�stor�c S�te was added to the Nat�onal 
Reg�ster of H�stor�c Places between 1962 and 1988. The  des�gnat�on 
was based on cr�ter�on A, B, and C,. The s�te fulfilled cr�ter�on A and B  
based on events of nat�onal s�gn�ficance �n the areas of Conservat�on, 
Soc�al/Human�tar�an Concerns, L�terature, and Sc�ence spec�fically 
l�nked to John Mu�r and h�s contr�but�ons to the conservat�on 
movement and the establ�shment of nat�onal parks and forest reserves. 
Cr�ter�on C was met through the reg�onal s�gn�ficance of the s�tes 
arch�tecture and agr�culture.
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The Graves�te un�t was added �n October 1988, when five grave 
markers and the gran�te enclosure were deemed to be h�stor�cally 
s�gn�ficant under cr�ter�a B.  The Graves�te un�t �s s�gn�ficant as 
the final rest�ng place of John Mu�r, a person w�th noted h�stor�cal 
contr�but�ons. 

PERIOD	OF	SIGNIFICANCE		

The per�od of s�gn�ficance �s the length of t�me �n wh�ch the 
property was assoc�ated w�th h�stor�cal events or persons 
wh�ch qual�fy �t for the Nat�onal Reg�ster L�st�ng.  The per�od of 
s�gn�ficance for the John Mu�r NHS �s 1840-1914. 	These dates 
beg�n w�th the construct�on of the Mart�nez Adobe and end w�th 
the date of Mu�r’s death.

W�th�n the per�od of s�gn�ficance, there �s a per�od of �nterpretat�on 
for the  Graves�te un�t. Th�s per�od beg�ns w�th the bur�al of Dr. 
Strentzel �n 1890 and ends w�th the death of John Mu�r �n 1914. 

INTEGRITY

Integr�ty, as �t perta�ns to h�stor�cal propert�es, �s determ�ned 
by whether or not a property reta�ns �t’s h�stor�cal �dent�ty.  The 
Nat�onal Reg�ster of H�stor�cal Places �dent�fies the follow�ng 
seven aspects of �ntegr�ty: location, design, setting, material, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. (F�gure 3.1) 

Wh�le there have been changes �n the Graves�te un�t, and the 
property as whole, �t reta�ns the essent�al phys�cal character�st�cs 
and features that define why and when the property was 
s�gn�ficant.

HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE
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ASPECTS OF 
INTEGRITY

DEFINITION EVIDENCE

Locat�on
The place where the h�stor�c 
landscape was constructed.

The major features of the Graves�te un�t have not changed.

Des�gn
The form, plan, space, structure, and 
style of the h�stor�c landscape.

The des�gn of the Graves�te orchard �s �ntact but d�m�n�shed because of 
m�ss�ng trees.

Sett�ng
The phys�cal env�ronment of the 
property.

The sett�ng at the Graves�te �s d�m�n�shed s�nce some of the adjacent 
houses can be seen.

Mater�als

The phys�cal elements of the 
s�te �nclud�ng construct�on and 
landscape mater�als used dur�ng the 
h�stor�c per�od.

The pear trees at the Graves�te are h�stor�c but are �n a state of d�srepa�r. 
The grave markers rema�n �n good cond�t�on.

Workmansh�p
The phys�cal ev�dence of the 
craftsmansh�p of a part�cular per�od.

The workmansh�p of the grave markers and cemetery enclosure rema�ns 
ev�dent.

Feel�ng

The express�on of the h�stor�c sense 
of the t�me per�od.

The grave markers st�ll evoke the feel�ng of a small rural cemetery and 
the s�ze and form of the pear trees are obv�ous remnants of an orchard. 
The or�g�nal qual�t�es, however, are d�m�n�shed because of m�ss�ng trees, 
the add�t�on of boundary plant�ngs and the presence of surround�ng 
houses

Assoc�at�on
The d�rect l�nk between the 
landscape and the h�stor�cal person.

The major features of the Graves�te un�t were present when John 
Mu�r l�ved and were owned by h�m dur�ng the per�od of h�stor�cal 
s�gn�ficance.

THE SEVEN ASPECTS OF INTEGRITY 

Figure 3.1: Table of  Integrity.  
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Figure 3.2: John Muir, Petrified Forest, Arizona (1904-06)
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RESEARCHABLE QUESTIONS

What features or aspects of the s�te are cons�derd h�stor�cally 
s�gn�ficant?

What must be cons�dered �n creat�ng a plan to rehab�l�tate and 
ma�nta�n the h�stor�c �ntegr�ty of the s�te? 

What would John Mu�r’s w�shes be for the s�te?

What are the h�stor�c Cemetery/Graves�te pract�ces of the t�me 
per�od?

What cr�ter�a should be used to create an �nterpret�ve v�s�tor program 
w�thout d�sturbance of the s�te?

What �s the best way to represent the sp�r�t of the place?
 
What mater�als can be used cons�der�ng the s�te’s on the Nat�onal  
Reg�ster of H�stor�c Places?

What �s the best way to make a connect�on between the three 
land un�ts of the John Mu�r Nat�onal H�stor�c S�te when a phys�cal 
connect�on �s l�m�ted due to ex�st�ng roads and h�ghways?

What accommodat�ons should be cons�dered when creat�ng a plan 
that �ncludes ADA access�b�l�ty?  
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SITE ANALYSIS

In 2005, a cultural landscape report for John Mu�r Nat�onal 
H�stor�c S�te was completed by Jeffery K�ll�on, H�stor�cal 
Landscape Arch�tect, of the Olmstead Center for Landscpe 
Preservat�on. The purpose of th�s extens�ve research and 
evaluat�on project �s expla�ned �n the �ntroduct�on of the Report, 

PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

A Cultural Landscape Report (CLR) serves the National 
Park Service (NPS) in both documenting the History and 
significance of the cultural landscapes and providing 
guidance for both day-to-day and long-term management 
and interpretation. To this end, this CLR for the John 
Muir Natinal Historic Site (NHS consists of a narration of 
landscape history, an inventory and analysis  of existing 
conditiond and landscape significance, and treatment 
recommendations and actions consistant with the Secrtary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. (K�ll�on and Dav�son, H�story,1)

The CLR prov�ded a sol�d foundat�on upon wh�ch th�s project was 
constructed. 

The s�te analys�s port�on of the “Des�gn Process” for th�s project 
exam�nes the ex�st�ng cond�t�ons of the phys�cal s�te. The 
Graves�te Un�t was v�s�ted on numerous occas�ons at wh�ch 
t�me �nformat�on and data was collected through photographs, 
measurements and mapp�ng. T�me was spent exper�enc�ng the 
s�te and �t surround�ngs. An analys�s of the s�te data collected was 
used to produce a comprehens�ve set of s�te analys�s documents 
�nclud�ng: contextual locat�on maps, a current land use map, a 
c�rculat�on and behav�oral map, and an �nventory of s�te features.
 
Much of the �nventory and s�te analys�s data d�sclosed �n the 2005 
CLR �s cons�stant w�th the �nformat�on gathered for th�s project. 
A compar�son was made between the current ex�st�ng cond�t�ons 
and those ex�st�ng cond�t�ons found �n 2005. 

“The wrongs done to trees, wrongs of  every sort, 
are done in the darkness of  ignorance and unbelief, 

for when the light comes,
the heart of  the people is always right.”

John Muir
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Figure 4.1: Incense Cedar Located At 
John Muir NHS, Gravesite Unit
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SATELLITE IMAGE

Figure 4.2: Google Satellite 
Image
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Mt. Wanda Unit

Strentzel/Muir 
House Unit

Gravesite Unit

The Three
John Muir National 
Historic Site Land 
Units

Strentzel Lane

Alhambra Valley Road

Alhambra Canyon Ave.

Railroad Truss Bridge

HWY 4/ John Muir ParkwayLOCATION MAP

Figure 4.3: Area Location Map 
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EXISTING  CONDITIONS

Ground Surface, Paving 

and Circulation

Parking/Entrance:
Gravel pavement on Strentzel Lane and at entrance to the s�te
Park�ng space area for NPS veh�cle �n narrow.
Serv�ce Lane: recently d�sturbed area has been re-planted w�th 
nat�ve grass seed.

Orchard:
Grass - ma�nta�ned by mow�ng.
Remnant pear orchard ma�nta�ned as funct�onal Orchard.
No c�rculat�on path through orchard present.

Grave	Enclosure:
No vegetat�on �ns�de or d�rectly outs�de of grave enclosure.
No c�rculat�on path to graves�te enclosure.
Gates around enclosure opens for ma�ntenance. 

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Figure 4.4: John Muir NHS, Panaramic View Of  Historic Pear Orchard Looking Southeast.   
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Figure 4.5: John Muir NHS, East View Of  Gravesite 
Enclosure.  

Figure 4.6: John Muir NHS, View Of  Historic Pear 
Tree.   
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EXISTING  CONDITIONS

The Structures

Buildings:
No bu�ld�ngs ex�st w�th�n the Graves�te un�t property boundary.
House structures on the ne�ghbor�ng propert�es can be v�ewed 
from the Graves�te un�t. 

Other	Structures:
The Graves�te enclosure, constructed of Raymond gran�te, �s a 
low rectangular shaped cope wh�ch surrounds the markers. It �s 
26’ by 34’ and �t 1’ h�gh by  1’ w�de, set on a concrete foundat�on. 
At the west s�de of the enclosure (des�gnated the front of the 
graves�te -s�nce all markers face th�s s�de) there �s a 4’ w�de 
gran�te step entry w�th two 18’ h�gh p�llar �nscr�bed w�th the date 
1890. 
There are e�ght gran�te grave markers w�th�n the fam�ly plot.

 1. Strentzel fam�ly monument gran�te obel�sk �nscr�bed w�th  
 the names of : John T. Strentzel, Lou�s�ana E. Strentzel, John  
 Erw�n and dates of b�rth and death  for Dr. and Mrs. Strentzel.
 2. John Mu�r 
 3. Lou�e Strentzel Mu�r
 4. Wanda Mu�r Hanna
 5. Tom Hanna
 6.  “Jonn�e” (John Erw�n Strenzel) d�ed 1857
 7.  “Lott�e” (Lott�e Strentzel) date of death unknown 
 8. “Uncle Henry” (Dr. Strentzel’s brother) d�ed 1865  

Fences/Gates:
A wrought �ron fence surrounds the Graves�te and �s set 1’ 
outs�de the gran�te enclosure (F�g.4.7).
A double-w�de gate �s located at the west s�de (front) of the grave 
enclosure to allow for ma�ntenance of the graves and markers.
At the entrance to the Graves�te un�t property there are 3 short 
metal posts set oppos�te each other, on e�ther s�de of the entrance 
(just off Strentzel Lane). A heavy cha�n �s attached to each post 
creat�ng a barr�er (to restr�ct veh�cles). There �s a “no park�ng-fire 
lane” s�gn hang�ng from the cha�n.    

•
•

•

•

•

•

•
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Figure 4.7: John Muir NHS, Gravesite Showing 
Granite Enclosure And Existing Iron Fencing

Figure 4.8: John Muir NHS, View Of  Gravel 
Parking Area Leading to Historic Pear Orchard.   
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Figure 4.9: John Muir NHS,  Strentzel Family Monument.  
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Figure 4.10: John Muir NHS, The Grave Makers of  John Muir and wife Louie.   
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The Vegetation

EXISTING  CONDITIONS Orchard:
Pyrus commun�s - Pear tree: 18 h�stor�c Pear trees located to the 
North of the graves�te enclosure. W�th�n the property boundary. 
12  non-h�stor�c Pear trees and 3 Prunus pers�ca -Peach trees are 
planted �n the Southeastern  port�on of the property.  

Heritage	Trees/Historic	Trees	(Significant):
Eucalyptus sp. - A very large (spec�men) tree �s located �n the 
center of the property. 
Calocedrus decurrens - Incence Cedar: a very old and large tree 
located between the Eucalyptus and the grave enclosure. and a 
smaller one located to the North of the graves.

Riparian	and	Other	Vegetation	(trees,	shrubs	and	vines):
Cal�forn�a buckeye and sycamores (r�par�an)
Quercus agr�fol�a and lobata
Umbellular�a cal�forn�ca
V�nca major- located on south to south east s�de of the property.
 Rosa cal�forn�ca (poss�bly)
Var�ous other trees. 

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Ss Sequoia sempervirens
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Historic Pear trees

Heritage trees: 

Cde Calocedrus decurrens 
Eu Eucalyptus sp.

Figure 4.11: John Muir NHS, 
Existing Vegetation Map
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Figure 4.12: John Muir NHS, Gravesite Unit, S.E. 
view of  Remnant Pear Orchard

Figure 4.13: John Muir NHS, Gravesite 
Unit, Historic Incense Cedar.
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Figure 4.14: John Muir 
NHS, Gravesite Unit, 
Historic Eucalyptus, 
Close-up 

Figure 4.15: John Muir NHS, Gravesite Unit, 
Historic Eucalyptus



Figure 4.16: John Muir NHS, Gravesite Unit, Opportunities Map
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OPPORTUNITIES AND...

Veh�cular C�rculat�on �s l�m�ted to West 
edge of s�te boundary.

S�te �s secluded and reta�ns sense of 
h�stor�c ranch

V�ews of surround�ngs add to the rural/
farm  feel�ng (w�th the except�on of a 
few ne�ghbor�ng houses.

•

•

•

Graves�te
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...CONSTRAINTS

Figure 4.17: John Muir NHS, Gravesite Unit, Constraints Map

Herbaceous plant�ng 
around the Graves�te are 
sparse and do not conform 
to the h�stor�c plant�ng 
noted �n the  CLR research. 

Iron fenc�ng around the 
Graves�te enclosure �s 
not h�stor�c and detracts 
from the exper�ence of 
the h�stor�c headstones 
(the ma�n feature of any 
cemetery).

R�par�an vegetat�on 
�ncludes many �nvas�ve 
plants wh�ch can spread 
qu�ckly and become a 
ma�ntenance �ssue.   

Confus�ng property/s�te 
boundary l�ne. Mowed 
sect�on suggests that a 
ne�ghbor �s ma�nta�n�ng 
part of the NPS land at th�s 
s�te. 

•

•

•

•

Graves�te
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LEGEND

  Approx. Property Line

Gravel Road

The John Muir 
National Historic Site

Gravesite Unit
LAND USE MAP

1.27 acres

April 2008 N

Orchard

Grass/Tree canopy

Riparian Vegetation

Residential

Cemetery 

Figure 4.18: John Muir NHS, Gravesite Unit, Land Use Map
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Figure 4.19: John Muir NHS, Gravesite, View of  Pear Orchard looking West from the bank of  rhe Arroyo del Hambre
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HISTORICAL INTEGRITY ISSUES

Several features or elements prev�ously ment�oned �n the Ex�st�ng 
Cond�t�ons sect�on ra�se the �ssue of h�stor�cal �ntegr�ty and s�gn�ficance. 
After exam�n�ng the ex�st�ng cond�t�ons of the Graves�te un�t property, 
the data collected was compared to the record of h�stor�cally s�gn�ficant 
elements and cond�t�ons establ�shed by the CLR. Follow�ng are the areas 
and elements wh�ch may be areas or elements of concern to ma�nta�n�ng 
h�stor�c �ntegr�ty.    

Orchard:
Wh�le the h�stor�c Pears are st�ll present �n the orchard, the orchard 
gr�d pattern �s d�m�n�shed due to m�ss�ng trees. 
The des�gn and v�s�tor program must not d�sturb the orchard; 
therefore, a path should not be constructed through the orchard.
 Ma�ntenance of ex�st�ng h�stor�c Pear trees �s also very �mportant. 

Fencing:
The Iron fenc�ng around the Graves�te enclosure was not �nstalled 
nor was �t present dur�ng the t�me of s�gn�ficance. 
Cons�derat�on should be made to remov�ng that fenc�ng and 
return�ng the Graves�te enclosure area back to �ts or�g�nal state. 
For secur�ty purposes a fence that w�ll serve as a phys�cal barr�er 
could be �nstalled along the NPS Graves�te un�t property boundary 
(w�th the except�on of the property l�ne wh�ch follows the Arroyo de 
Hambre.)    

Vegetation:
The h�stor�c plant�ngs d�scussed �n the CLR may contr�bute to 
the s�gn�ficance of the s�te. The Eucalyptus and Incense Cedars 
were planted by Dr. Strentzel. The Large Eucalyptus planted by Dr. 
Strentzel pr�or to 1890 �s now one of the largest of �ts k�nd, and 
accord�ng to the CLR, “Not only does �t [Eucalyptus] convey the 
passage of t�me and add to the h�stor�c character, �t serves as an 
appropr�ate marker for John Mu�r’s final rest�ng place.”
Rosa laev�gata- (Cherokee Rose) wh�ch was sa�d to be planted 
by Mu�r along the banks of the creek and around the grave s�te 
was recently thought to have been d�scovered at the s�te by park 
personnel, but once the buds opened the flowers were p�nk not 
wh�te. d�spell�ng for now the ex�stence of the rose �n the area.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Figure 4.20: John Muir NHS, 
Gravesite Unit, South view 
of  Pear Orchard, Showing 
Diminished Grid Pattern 

Figure 4.21: John Muir 
NHS, Gravesite Unit, 
view Fencing from Inside 
Gravesite Enclosure
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PUBLIC ACCESS CONSIDERATIONS

H�stor�cally, the Graves�te land un�t port�on of the John Mu�r NHS 
was part of a larger orchard and d�d not conta�n any permanent tra�ls 
or pathways. In cons�der�ng a park�ng area and pathway to prov�de 
v�s�tor access to the graves�te, the �ssue of equal access�b�lty for all 
the publ�c �s brought to the table. Follow�ng are the areas of concern 
and the poss�ble  solut�ons.   
  
Pathway	Paving:

Decomposed gran�te pathway �nstalled at a m�n�mum w�dth of 
5’.  constructed from compacted so�l and a spec�al decomposed 
gran�te base that eas�ly accommodates most wheelcha�rs. A s�ngle 
layer of landscap�ng t�mbers border the tra�l along �ts ent�re 
length, except where, for safety, s�x �nches of t�mber guard ra�l 
prov�des add�t�onal secur�ty.
Rout�ne or per�od�c ma�ntenance or repa�r of pathways/tra�ls 
or tra�l segments would �nclude, but �s not l�m�ted to: removal 
of debr�s and vegetat�on such as downed trees or broken 
branches �n the tra�lway, clear�ng a tra�l of encroach�ng brush 
or grasses, ma�ntenance of the tra�l tread such as fill�ng ruts and 
entrenchments, reshap�ng tra�l beds, repa�r�ng tra�l surfaces and 
washouts; eros�on control and dra�nage, real�gn�ng sect�ons of 
tra�l to deter eros�on or avo�d boggy or marshy areas; and repa�r 
of tra�l or tra�lhead structures, �nclud�ng replac�ng deter�orated, 
damaged, or vandal�zed parts of structures such as �nformat�on 
k�osks (bolders), fenc�ng 

Parking:
The same cons�derat�on should be g�ven to the �nstallat�on of the 
v�s�tor park�ng area.
The use of decomposed gran�te for a s�ngle ADA access�ble 
park�ng space should be added to the ex�st�ng park�ng area. Th�s 
w�ll make the trans�t�on from the park�ng space to the entrance 
and pathway access�ble to all v�s�tors. 
The same rout�ne and per�od�c ma�ntenance program as 
descr�bed for the pathways should be cons�dered for the park�ng 
area.  

•

•

•

•

•
Figure 4.22: John Muir NHS, Entrance to Gravesite Unit,   
from Strentzel Lane.   
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CONCEPTUAL DESIGN
AND

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAM 

The des�gn for the Graves�te un�t of the John Mu�r Nat�onal H�stor�c 
S�te �ncludes two essent�al aspects; the phys�cal des�gn plan and the 
�nterpret�ve program. 

The phys�cal des�gn plan w�ll prov�de for the rehab�l�tat�on of the 
Graves�te land un�t w�th the purpose of ma�nta�n�ng �ts h�stor�cal 
�ntegr�ty. The plan w�ll allow for the accommodat�on of v�s�tors to th�s 
port�on of the John Mu�r NHS. The des�gn w�ll create a po�nt of entry 
to the s�te and prov�de a path upon wh�ch the ranger escorted tours 
may travel �nto the s�te. Travel�ng the des�gnated path w�ll fac�l�tate 
�n ma�nta�n�ng the h�stor�c �ntergr�ty  of and reduce the �mpact to 
the s�te resources. The phys�cal des�gn w�ll also address the secur�ty 
and ma�ntenance needs of a Nat�onal Park Serv�ce s�te, �nsur�ng �ts 
preservat�on as a publ�c treasure. 

The �nterpret�ve v�s�tor program w�ll be enhanced by the phys�cal 
des�gn and w�ll serve as a program �n wh�ch v�s�tors w�ll exper�ence 
and learn about the s�te, �ts h�story, resources, and �ts connect�on to 
John Mu�r. The program w�ll convey the mean�ng of the s�te to the 
v�s�tor. . The v�s�tor program w�ll be an add�t�on to the establ�shed and 
currently used v�s�tor programs for the House and Mt. Wanda un�ts. 
S�nce the development and expans�on of the c�ty of Mart�nez has 
phys�cally d�v�ded the s�te land un�ts, the �nterpret�ve program w�ll 
serve as a connect�on between the land un�ts and  convey the h�stor�c 
un�ty of the or�g�nal ranch s�te. 

I never saw a discontented tree. They grip the 

ground as though they liked it, and though fast 

rooted they travel about as far as we do.”

John Muir
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Figure 5.1:  Conceptual Design Plan for the Gravesite Unit of  John Muir NHS.   

CONCEPTUAL DESIGN PLAN
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PROPOSED DESIGN 
AND

 PROGRAM ELEMENTS

The des�gn for the Graves�te w�ll prov�de ranger gu�ded access 
to the publ�c, and an �nterpret�ve educat�onal program that w�ll 
convey the mean�ng of the s�te to the v�s�tor. At the same t�me 
the des�gn w�ll prov�de for the rehab�l�tat�on of the s�te w�th the 
purpose of ma�nta�n�ng the h�stor�cal �ntegr�ty. The des�gn w�ll 
�nclude the follow�ng elements: 

Entry- A po�nt of entry w�ll be establ�shed at the north-west 
corner near the park�ng area. Th�s entry w�ll des�gnate the 
beg�nn�ng of the tra�l, lead�ng the v�s�tor through the grave s�te 
area marked by the entrance s�gnage �n the form of a boulder 
Signage	and	Seating- Large landscape boulders w�ll be 
�nstalled and used as �nformat�onal s�gnage and seat�ng 
throughout the area. The boulders w�ll be engraved w�th quotes 
and �nformat�on and w�ll be strateg�cally placed to fac�l�tate the 
�nterpret�ve program.
Pathway/Trail-	A decomposed gran�te pathway w�ll be 
�nstalled at a m�n�mum w�dth of 5’. The pathway w�ll beg�n at 
the entry po�nt and w�ll run South along the fence l�ne of the 
property, turn�ng East after the Eucalyptus and cont�nue to the 
grave s�te.
Vegetation-	The ex�st�ng “H�stor�c Pears” and “Her�tage Trees” 
at the s�te w�ll serve as focal po�nts along the path and w�ll be 
elements �n the �nterpret�ve program. 
Fencing- A fenc�ng system w�ll be �nstalled to del�neate the 
property boundar�es as well as to create a phys�cal barr�er for 
the purpose of secur�ng the property. The ex�st�ng fenc�ng 
around the grave s�te enclosure w�ll be removed. 

 

•

•

•

•

•
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ENTRY
with Signage

FENCING: 
along site boundary

PARKING

SEATING
with Signage

PATHWAY/TRAIL

VEGETATION

Figure 5.2: Proposed Design Elements for the Gravesite Unit of  John Muir NHS.   
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ENTRY

Figure 5.3: John Muir, 1908  

The entrance to the Graves�te beg�ns at the edge of the park�ng 
area. 
The sense of arr�val �s ach�eved by the add�t�on a large monol�th�c 
boulder w�th an engraved quote and h�stor�c s�te marker. 
A s�ngle gate w�ll secure the pedestr�an entrance.
The entrance to the path w�ll be ADA access�ble w�th a m�n�mum 
w�dth of 5 feet. 
A double gate for serv�ce veh�cle access w�ll be located to the north 
of the pedestr�an entrance. 

•

•

•
•

•
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Figure 5.5: An Example of  
an Entry stone.

Figure 5.4:  Arch Entry 
Yosemite National Park   

Figure 5.6: Arches National 
Monument   
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A large engraved boulder w�ll mark the entrance to the s�te. Along 
the pathway several boulders w�ll prov�de �nsp�rat�onal quotes, 
�nformat�on, and seat�ng.

Large S�erra gran�te boulders w�th a flat surface w�ll be used for 
seat�ng. 
Some of the boulders at �mportant focal po�nts along the pathway 
w�ll be engraved and serve the purpose of an �nformat�onal k�osk.
Some of the boulders w�ll be seat�ng only, others w�ll be 
�nformat�onal only and some w�ll serve a dual purpose.   

•

•

•

SEATING AND SIGNAGE

Figure 5.7: John Muir, Yosemite National Park  
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Figure 5.9: John Burroughs and John Muir taken in Yosemite, 1908  

Figure 5.8: John Muir, 1907, 
Yosemite National Park   

Figure 5.10: Katikati haiku 
path,  New Zealand
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A w�re fenc�ng system w�ll be �nstalled to del�neate the property 
boundar�es as well as to create a phys�cal barr�er for the purpose of 
secur�ng the property. Suggest�ons for fenc�ng systems are: 

 Omega II fenc�ng systems of r�g�d welded w�re panels, fabr�cated 
form three 4 GA - 6 GA w�res. the mater�al �s galvan�zed then 
polyester powder coated. Ava�lable �n several he�ghts and fin�sh 
colors The Posts are 2”x2” and the mesh open�ng s�zes vary 
accord�ng to style. Th�s type of fenc�ng system creates a phys�cal 
barr�er w�thout creat�ng a v�sual barr�er. 
Both a s�ngle and a double gate of the same mater�al  w�ll be 
�nstalled to secure the s�te wh�le st�ll allow�ng access.   

•

•

FENCING

Figure 5.11: John Muir at 
home, Martinez, CA, (Jomu) 
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Figure 5.13: 
Wire fence, 
OmegaII 

Figure 5.14: Wire 
fence example, 
UC Davis 
campus 

Figure 5.12: 
Wire fence 
example, 
UC Davis 



Reflections of a Man

45

Pav�ng: to create a natural, unobtrus�ve pathway �nto/through the 
s�te, a mater�al that has a natural look but that does not requ�red 
extens�ve ma�ntenance. In add�t�on, the pav�ng mater�al used 
for both the park�ng surface and the pathway should be ADA 
appropr�ate mater�al and should be cons�dered

Decomposed gran�te path way �nstalled at a m�n�mum w�dth of 
5’. the pathway/ tra�l should follow along the boundary fence l�ne 
so that d�sturbance to the orchard ground �s m�n�mal. Creat�ng 
a path around the trees that leads the v�s�tor to the Graves�te 
w�thout cutt�ng through the s�te and d�m�n�sh�ng the tranqu�l 
feel�ng.   
Park�ng area pav�ng should be decomposed gran�te or a 
permeable asphalt �n at least one park�ng space to allow for 
hand�cap access.

•

•

PATHWAY/TRAIL PAVING

Figure 5.15: The End of  the Trail Glacier Point, Yosemite National 
Park, John Muir and Teddy Roosevelt
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5’ min
Decomposed
Granite Path

Figure 5.18: Decomposed Granite Path HAT 
-Handicapped Accessible Trail

Figure 5.17: ADA accessible DG 
path 

Figure 5.16: Section of  DG 
path
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The H�stor�c Pear trees should be ma�nta�ned and cons�derat�on 
should be g�ven to add�ng new trees (propagated from the 
h�stor�c var�et�es) to reestabl�sh the orchard gr�d of the per�od of 
s�gn�ficance, wh�ch has d�m�n�shed the �ntegr�ty of the orchard.
The Her�tage Trees, the Eucalyptus and Incense Cedar, should 
be ma�nta�ned and w�ll be cons�dered �ntegral elements of the 
�nterpret�ve tour and the overall exper�ence of the s�te.  
Plant mater�als around Graves�te enclosure should be 
determ�ned based on the ma�ntenance plan for the s�te.  Poss�ble 
plant�ngs could �nclude the re�ntroduct�on of the Cherokee 
Rose and bulb plant�ng around the  Graves�te enclosure wh�ch 
were referenced �n the CLR as Helen Mu�r remembrance of the 
Graves�te.   
Us�ng plant�ngs of nat�ve r�par�an vegetat�on to stab�l�ze the 
bank of the Arroyo del Hambre would be adv�sable (refer to the 
treatment recommendat�ons �n the CLR.) 
Screen�ng vegetat�on should be added where needed and 
ma�nta�ned where ex�st�ng. 

•

•

•

•

•

VEGETATION

Figure 5.19. “Muir looking at Pear Tree”
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Figure 5.21: View of  the large Eucalyptus planted by Dr. 
Strentzel prior to 1890.  Beginning 1959, The Sierra Club 
memorial walks included the linking of  hands around 
this Eucalyptus tree and singing “Auld Lang Syne”

Figure 5.20: View, looking South, of  the remnant historic Pear orchard, 
JMNHS, Gravesite. 
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The Visitors Experience
As the v�s�tor travels from the John Mu�r Nat�onal H�stor�c S�te 

V�s�tor’s Center to the Graves�te area, the landscape trans�t�ons 

from c�ty streets to small ne�ghborhood lanes and then to a 

rural nook tucked between houses.  The nook, h�dden by large 

trees and shrubs, opens to a small unobtrus�ve area where the 

veh�cle stops. The v�s�tor d�sembarks and �s allowed to take-�n 

the panoram�c v�ew of an orchard. A large monol�th�c boulder 

stands as a sent�nel greet�ng the guests w�th the words of 

John Mu�r. (F�g. 5.23). As they enter the path the�r journey of 

d�scovery beg�ns. A few steps �n, they may choose to s�t, as John 

Mu�r would, on natures bench, a s�erra gran�te boulder. (F�g. 

5.24) Here look�ng to the East, the v�s�tor �s transported back 

�n t�me to the 1800s, when th�s pear orchard was al�ve w�th the 

act�v�t�es of a product�ve fru�t bus�ness. If only these trees could 

talk; what stor�es they would tell of Dr. Strentzel and John Mu�r, 

who planted and tended these h�stor�c trees.  

A Narrative
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1

2

3

4

5

Figure 5.22: Visitor’s Experience, Plan View Map of  Point of  Interest. , JMNHS, Gravesite
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“The
 MountainsAre Calling 

and
I Must Go”

  John 
Muir

 Figure 5.23: Perspective drawing of  entrance to Gravesite 
Inscribed on the entrance rock is John Muir’s quote, “In every 

walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks.”
Figure 5.24: Perspective drawing of  Path “Ev-
erybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play 

and pray in, where Nature may heal and cheer and give 
strength to body and soul alike.” 

John Muir, THE YOSEMITE, pg.198

1 2
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Figure 5.25: Perspective of  boulders near the great Eu-
calyptus tree, John Muir NHS, Gravesite. Engraved in 
the boulder seat; “Like trees in autumn shedding their leaves, 

going to dust, I like beautiful days to night, proclaiming as with the 
tongues of  angels the natural beauty of  death.” 

 John Muir, Steep Trails.

As the v�s�tor cont�nues down the path, the h�stor�c gr�d 

pattern of the orchard can st�ll be seen. As the path turn East, 

a boulder offers another opportun�ty to stop and contemplate 

John Mu�r’s v�ew of trees;“Trees go wandering forth in all 

directions with every wind, going and coming like ourselves, 

traveling with us around the sun two million miles a day, and 

through space, heaven knows how fast and far!” -John Muir.   

The path curves as �t approaches the Eucalyptus. The tree’s 

enormous stature conveys �ts h�stor�c s�gn�ficance. When Dr. 

Strentzel was bur�ed here �n 1890, John Mu�r l�kened th�s tree 

to “A guard�an angel watch�ng over the graves.”  Accord�ng to 

local legend, John Mu�r’s bur�al serv�ce was held under the 

spread�ng branches of th�s mass�ve Eucalyptus tree wh�ch 

Mu�r had long adm�red. (clr Vol Chapter3 p.129). The boulders 

located here, allow the v�s�tor to rest under the same spread�ng 

branches as John Mu�r (F�g, 5.25).  

3



Reflections of a Man

53

Figure 5.26: Perspective drawing of  rock benches next to John Muir gravesite. Inscribed across the  series of  three large granite boulders.
  “On no subject are our ideas more warped and pitiable than on death...Let children walk with nature, let them see the beautiful blendings and communions of  death 

and life, their joyous inseparable unity, as taught in woods and meadows, plains and mountains and streams of  our blessed star, and they will learn that death is stingless 
indeed, and as beautiful as life, and that the grave has no victory, for it never fights. All is divine harmony”. 

John Muir, A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf, Ch. 4 - Camping Among the Tombs (1916) 

4

�e path then winds its way around the Incense 

cedar to the front of the gravesite. Within the 

gravesite enclosure, there are three small granite 

headstones with arched tops bearing the names 

“Jonnie” (John Erwin Strenzel-  died 1857),   “Lottie”

(Lottie Strentzel- date of death unknown) and “Uncle 

Henry” (Dr. Strentzel’s brother- died 1865). �e large 

granite obelisk is inscribed with the names of : John 

T. Strentzel, Louisiana E. Strentzel, John Erwin and 

dates of birth and death for Dr. and Mrs. Strentzel. 
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Figure 5.27: Perspective drawing of  John Muir Gravesite, showing  a  
visitor  sitting on a natural rock bench  in quiet repose. The bench bears 

the inscription of  John Muir’s words, 
“The mountains are calling and I must go.”

5

John Muir and Louie Strentzel Muir lie side by side. �e 

floral engraving on their headstones is thought to be a 

Scottish thistle. �e grave of Wanda Muir Hanna and 

her husband, Tom Hanna, are marked by two granite 

headstones that lie on the ground next to each other 

(Fig.5.26)  A series of boulders are strategically placed 

to allow for quiet and reverent reflection on the life and 

contributions of John Muir (Fig. 5.27). 
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CONCLUSION The des�gn of the Graves�te project creates a cont�nu�ty between 
the three land un�ts of the John Mu�r Nat�onal H�stor�c S�te. The 
recommended plant�ngs re-establ�sh and ma�nta�n the h�stor�cal 
�ntegr�ty. The fenc�ng sytem ensures that resources are preserved and 
safe. ADA access was created w�thout d�m�n�sh�ng the �ntergr�ty of 
the s�te. By allow�ng access to the s�te, wh�le l�m�t�ng the �mpact on 
the land and h�stor�cal resources, the des�gn stays true to John Mu�rs 
�deals. The plan restores the h�stor�c structures and plant�ngs to the�r 
or�g�nal des�gn. V�s�tors to the graves�te w�ll now be able to exper�ence 
the s�te through an �nterpret�ve program . 

I d�scovered through the t�me I have spent research�ng, study�ng and 
creat�ng th�s project that the john Mu�r NHS �s much more that meets 
the eye.  It has the potent�al to �nsp�re,  educate, and  tranform. The 
s�te �s  h�stor�cally s�gn�ficant because of �ts relat�onsh�p to such an 
�mportant man �n the h�story and future of the world. If th�s project 
allows more people to exper�ence first hand the L�fe and contr�but�ons 
of John Mu�r I w�ll cons�der �t to be a success.  

I used to envy the father of  our race, dwelling as he did in contact with 

the new-made fields and plants of  Eden; but I do so no more, because I 

have discovered that I also live in `creation’s dawn.’ The morning stars 

still sing together, and the world, not yet half  made, becomes more beau-

tiful every day.”

          John Muir, WILDERNESS WORLD OF JOHN MUIR, pg.311
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Figure 6.1:  John Muir at Petrified Forest, Arizona circa 1904-06.   
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I only went out for a walk, and finally concluded to stay out till 
sundown, for going out, I found, was really going in.

John Muir,  JOHN OF THE MOUNTAINS: THE UNPUBLISHED JOURNALS OF JOHN MUIR
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