
The Nut Tree - 
hisorical stopping point

Outlet mall

The Nut Tree - 
new shopping

Other shopping

It’s a good place 
to raise a family

Farming community

The hills

Good schools

Nice downtown

Historical buildings 
and homes

Good place to work

Other

Yes
No

1-5 years
6-10 years
11-20 years
21+ years

13-18 years

80.2%

97.1%

16.5%

15.3%

16.1%

37.3%

46.9%

57.4%

42.6%

14.5%

52.1%

67.5%

65.4%

41.6%

31.7%

31.3%

27.2%

16.5%

13.6%

12.3%

9.5%

8.2%

19-39 years
40-59 years
60+ years

Yes
No

What do you think Vacaville is known for? (select all that apply)

Are you a Vacaville resident? How long have you lived in Vacaville?

Do you work in Vacaville? How old are you?

SURVEY ANALYSISELEVATING LANDFORM AESTHETIC AND USE
Landform design is a unique element of the landscape 
architecture field. It gets people’s attention and gives a 
definite idea of a landscape architect’s abilities to shape 
the earth. Landform design is so fascinating because it 
melds art and engineering, the natural and artificial. 

The project’s site is located between Interstates 80 and 505 
in Vacaville. Because the highway corridors are flanked 
by chain stores, commuters have little knowledge of 
the city’s character. The goal of this project is to convey 
Vacaville’s identity through sculptural landforms and to 
provide a landmark to the community and commuters. 
To get a better understanding of the city, I surveyed the 
community to find out what they thought their city was 
known for. 

With this information, the design was influenced by 
Vacaville’s agricultural past and the captivating hills 
to the west of the city. From the southern mounds that 
rise 40 feet above to the northern depressions that dip 
10 feet below, the repetitive and overlapping forms carry 
throughout the site. The depressions carved into the earth 
connect to a stream, providing more water infiltration on 
site. To find out more, click here.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE SENIOR PROJECT 2017 - MIRANDA GAUSS

N

N

Site Analysis

East on Interstate 80

Grading & Design

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B89X2_t5iuMYOFlENVE4Vm4xeEE

